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We thank Bradley and George Schwartz and Evrard Ohou for help with computer consulting.  

The Porthole is published by the Ann Arbor Sail and Power Squadron.  The articles and opinions 
expressed therein do not necessarily reflect USPS or AASPS policy.  Articles may be reprinted 
without permission, if credit is given to the author and to the original source.  The Porthole is sent 
in color via e-mail,  or via US mail in black and white.

Thank you Shih-Chieh Yin  for your design of front page of the Porthole

CONTACTS

Visit our web site
www.aaspsq.org/

Boating Education since 1965

 56 YEARS SERVING
THE BOATING PUBLIC

General Meetings are usually held each month, Sept. thru June
See page 3 

              Ann Arbor Sail and Power Squadron

If you are not getting this Porthole by e-mail, in color, please send me your e-mail address.  
schwartzr348@aol.com

 America’s Boating Club is unable to provide DAN Boater travel safety benefits  to members without 
their email address listed in the USPS database.  Members can update their email address in one of 
two ways:

1.     Go to the Information Center, www.usps.org/info and update your record.
2.     Contact HQ Membership Staff by phone or email: 
      Deliah Holloway,    hollowayd@hq.usps.org       Phone 1-888- 367-8777 ext. 229 or 
      Lynnda Stevens,    stevensl@hq.usps.org          Phone 1-888-367-8777 ext. 219.

Commander: Ron Schwartz, SN, Life  			   734-769-3476  	 schwartzr348@aol.co
             Assistant Education officer, Porthole publisher and distribution

Education Officer: Larry Marentette			   734-223-0809	 marentet@umich.edu

Executive Officer:  Peggy Moller				    517-937-9817	 mmoller@umich.edu
            Porthole proofreader, Web designer

Secretary: Lt/C John Barr Jr.				    734-961-0025	 jmbarrjr@gmail.com

Treasurer: Lt/C  Marlene Barr				    734-483-0839	 mjb_120022535@hotmail.com

Assistant  Treasurer: P/C John Barr, AP, Life		  734-483-0839	 jbarrsr@gmail.com
            Public Relations Officer, Chaplain, Law officer

Membership Chair: D/Lt/C Carolyn Knaggs, P 		  734-645-3503	 carolynknaggs@me.com

Webmaster: Evrard (Freddy) Ohou		   	    		  oevfred@umich.edu

Degree symbol °



Sail and Power Boating Education

                     www.aaspsq.org/

Ann Arbor Sail and Power Squadron 
Meetings are postponed due to Covid
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We are describing things to see while traveling the Great Loop.

CHARLEVOIX, MI - There aren’t many towns in the world that have mushroom houses, a large 
castle and a giant cherry pie pan. Charlevoix has all of that and then some.

This small city in Northern Michigan has just been named one of the 15 best small towns to 
visit in 2021 by Smithsonian Magazine.

The Thatch House 
Photo by Ian Furlong
45° 19’ N  85°  16’ W

Castle Farms and winery in 
Charlevoix.
5052 M-66   south of town
45° 16.8’ N,  85° 13.8’ W



Commander’s Message
  Cdr. Ron Schwartz, SN
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The “Mushroom” houses are 
generally small houses 
designed and built by Earl 
Young in Charlevoix, using lots 
of native rocks.  They are at 304 
Park Avenue, 302 Park Av-
enue, 310 Park Avenue, corner 
of Grant and Clinton. Sucher 
House is located on Park Av-
enue near Lake Shore Drive. 
Others are on Lakeshore Drive, 
On Boulder Avenue, triangular 
block in the Park Avenue area 
consisting of Grant Street, Clin-
ton Street and Park Avenue. 
See the maps below.  https://
minivanadventures.com/charle-
voix-mushroom-houses/
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Please reply to schwartzr348@aol.com and list courses and seminars you would like to take.  
Courses being offered by all local Squadrons  are advertised, at 

  

Boating Education
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Courses and seminars available from USPS are listed below.  Courses take about  16 hours -  8 weeks . 
Seminars are about 2 hours long. 

Seminars are about 2 hours 

 Advanced Powerboat Handling	 AIS Electronics for Boaters	     Anchoring        Boating on Rivers, 
Locks and Lakes	   Crossing Border	 Emergencies on Board     Fuel and Boating	 Radar for Boat-
ers (RA)     Hands-On Training	       How to Use a Chart    Hurricane Preparation for Boaters   Introduc-
tion to Navigation   Knots, Bends, and Hitches    Man Overboard     Marine Radar     Mariner’s Compass      
Mastering the Rules of the Road      Paddle Smart       Propane Systems on Your Boat	     Partner in 
Command	 Sail Trim	      Tides and Currents       Trailering Your Boat      Using GPS	Using VHF     
VHF/DSC Marine Radio

Advanced courses 

Seamanship (S)	 Piloting (P)      Instructor Development (ID)	    Advanced Piloting (AP)	 Cruising 
and Cruise Planning (C and CP)	 Engine Maintenance (EM)	         Electronic Navigation (ENCE)	
Marine Communication Systems (MCS)      Marine Electrical Systems (MES)	   Sail (Sa) 2009	 Junior 
Navigation (JN)	 Navigation (N)	  Weather (Wx) 2012

USPS offers some very interesting courses to our members. 
Weather, AP, JN and N are fun courses even if you don’t go boating.  I’ve taken Weather three times 
between 1970 and 2012 because scientists  are learning new things about the weather every year. 

On-Line courses and seminars can be found on the USPS web site.  Sign in to the  usps.org with your 
member certificate number and personal password and click on Americas Boating Club 

Free Basic Boating Course -  Ann Arbor (we) are offering the America’s Boating Course for  free this year. 
This is the 8 hour and 16 hour course.  Books are free, test is free,  instruction is free.   

                                         A PARTIAL LIST OF EVENTS
 
  DATE	              SPONSOR                          EVENT AND LOCATION 

19-26 Feb. 	 USPS 			   Annual Meeting, Ponte Vedra, FL
10-13 Mar. 	 Novi Boat Show, 	 Novi, MI
22-24 Apr.  	 D/9 			   Spring Conference, Shanty Creek


